THE SAGUARO-JUNIPER COVENANT:
A BILL OF RIGHTS FOR HUMAN OCCUPANCY
AND THE PRIVATE GOVERNANCE OF WILDLANDS

This Bill of Rights consists of understandings to which the covenanting parties have agreed by consensus,
formulated as a real estate covenant to be attached to the land deeds of the Saguaro-Juniper Corporation and
associated covenanting parties. As our corporate understanding changes, this formulation may be changed by
the consent of the covenanting parties, as recorded in amendments to the original real estate covenant. One-time
or short-term exceptions to specifics may be granted by the consent of a duly-constituted meeting of the
covenanting parties. The Saguaro-Juniper Covenant’s preamble and principles establish a common ground for
group discussion and deliberation. They are to function primarily as queries that guide decision making, not as
conclusions that override deliberations.

preamble

In acquiring private governance of land, we agree to cherish its earth, waters, plants, and animals in a way that
promotes the health, stability, and diversity of the whole community. This entails attentive stillness to meet and
know the land as an active presence. It entails study, observation, shared reflection, and cumulative corporate
experience to increase and bequeath our understanding of ecosystem health, stability, and diversity. It entails
symbiotic naturalization into the land community—a communion of actual nurture and shelter. As elaborated by
these entailments, fully accountable governance—stewardship—is the distinctively human way of bonding into
one society with all who share in the land’s life, which is the foundation for instituting a biocentric ethic among
humankind.

principles
1. The land has a right to be free of human activity that accelerates erosion.
2. Native plants and animals on the land have a right to life with a minimum of human disturbance.

3. The land has the right to evolve its own character from its own elements without scarring from construction
or the importation of foreign objects dominating the scene.

4. The land has a pre-eminent right to the preservation of its unique or rare constituents and features.
5. The land, its waters, rocks, and minerals, its plants and animals, and their fruits and harvest have a right

never to be rented, sold, extracted, or exported as mere commodities.

specifics for Section 7, T13S, R20E, G&SR B&M

1. No roads are to be constructed, other than an access road in Hot Springs Canyon from the South Half of the
Northeast Quarter of Section 7 to the easement and road to be constructed by Cascabel Ranch Properties to
the east boundary of the Southeast Quarter of the Southeast Quarter of Section 12, T13S, R19E.

2. No off-road motorized travel is authorized, including Hot Springs Wash above the South Half of the
Northeast Quarter of Section 7.

3. Chainsaws, engine-driven generators, and other mechanical noise-makers are prohibited.
4. There is to be no access for electric lines of any kind.

5. Hunting, shooting, trapping, and firearms are prohibited, and the parties to this covenant shall not hunt or
shoot on the adjoining Cerro Blanco grazing permit. (Predators and wild herbivores are protected, even if



they attack livestock or other domestic animals or eat gardens or orchards, unless there is reason to believe
they are rabid. Poisonous reptiles are protected, unless they are in dwellings and cannot safely be moved.)
(a)The use of firearms is permitted when necessary for humane slaughter.

6. No garden or orchard pesticides are to be used.

7. Notice and discussion are to precede any construction, any development of a garden site, and any
destruction of perennial plants.

8. Tents are preferred; trailers, mobile homes, and manufactured houses or storage sheds are prohibited; any
construction will be predominantly with native materials such as rock, adobe, straw bales, rammed earth,
and CINVA-RAM blocks.

(a) Except that short-term truck campers and pop-up camper trailers will be permitted in Hot Springs
Canyon at the parking area in the Southwest Quarter of the Northeast Quarter of Section 7.
9. Dogs, cats, and other pets (excluding grazing animals) must be enclosed or on a leash.

10. Firewood shall be gathered from wash bottoms, brought up from the river, or brought in from elsewhere.
(a) Only firewood that can be picked up or broken off and carried without cutting shall be gathered.

11. Allinorganic garbage such as metal cans, glass bottles, and plastics shall be carried off for disposal.

glossary and comment

cherish: 1. To hold dear; to treat with tenderness and affection; hence, to nurture with care (Webster’s).

private governance: [L. privatus apart from the state ...]—This covenant is formulated as private law. (See Lon
Fuller’s “Human Interaction and the Law” for elaboration.) Stewardship is grounded in the inescapable
actuality of human governance of the land. Within a system of government in which the state
recognizes extensive freedoms of association and contract, governance of land is largely private.

The term “property” presupposes “the exclusive right to possess, enjoy, and dispose of a thing”
(Webster’s), which is transmuted by exercising private governance as fully-accountable stewardship,
but the private governance developed here is an evolutionary succession from the human “right to life,
liberty, and property.” It would be impossible in governmental systems where law-making is a state
monopoly.

attentive stillness: To meet and know another as an active presence, one must cease working to use, consume, or
bend the other according to one’s will or to eradicate the other as an obstacle. This is sometimes
expressed in theological jargon as the distinction between and “I-Thou” and an “I-It” relation. For
individuals, this “ceasing” that opens one’s awareness to the other’s active presence is often understood
as meditation or contemplation; for communities, it is often understood as celebrative sabbath.
Grounded in this meeting and knowing, the “I-It” knowledge of the second entailment—study,
observation, quantification, comparison, and cumulative recording—is also bonding rather than
alienating.

symbiotic naturalization: Even when technocratically civilized human beings are dedicated to preserving and
appreciating wildlands, they are there as aliens. Protection then means the exclusion of active human
presence. A land ethic that is genuinely biocentric presupposes a biotic society in which humankind is
desegregated—in which mutual bonding into the community has naturalized the human presence. This
communion is not just a matter of meeting and knowing the land sabbatically and of gaining insight into
the ecosystem’s interconnectedness; it also involves physical nurture.



